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Background 
The attached document contains a proposal for the next steps to advance nutrient accounting at farm level 
in the Baltic Sea region. 
 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to report national activities since the Oldenburg workshop to introduce and improve 
nutrient bookkeeping, as well as identify and discuss possible next steps in the implementation of the 
Ministerial Declaration 2013 regarding advancing national systems of nutrients accounting at the farm 
level.  Suggestions for possible assistance within the HELCOM Agri group may also be identified. 
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Next steps towards applying by 2018 nutrient accounting at farm level in 

the Baltic Sea region 

The  2013  HELCOM  Ministerial  Meeting agreed to  promote  and  advance  towards  applying  by  2018  at 
the latest  annual  nutrient  accounting  at farm  level  taking  into  account  soil  and  climate  conditions. By 
this  the possibility should be provided to reach nutrient balanced fertilization, to reduce nutrient losses at 
regional level in the countries and to underline  the  positive  examples  of mandatory requirements  on  
nutrient  bookkeeping  in  some  HELCOM  countries.  The objective of this activity is to apply nutrient 
bookkeeping on farm level region-wide, and as a first step, in areas critical to nutrient losses. 

The HELCOM Workshop on the status of nutrient bookkeeping in the Baltic Sea countries held on 28-29 April 
2015 in Oldenburg, Germany, identified obstacles to reach the goal set by the Ministerial Meeting such as:  

 lack of awareness of the farmers  

 reliability of current standard values  

 insufficient data (e.g. fodder production)  

 lack of target values  

The workshop suggested as next steps:  

 harmonizing standard values and where possible calculation methods 

 developing concepts for monitoring on farm level and calculating regional balances to identify hot 
spots  

 promoting voluntary bookkeeping and eventually implementing compulsory bookkeeping 

 enhancing cooperation between regions with similar conditions and challenges  

 collecting a list of successful examples of nutrient bookkeeping 

Project planning to create regional guidelines for manure standards has already been started. This work will 

directly address one of the obstacles raised by the expert workshop.  

As the next step, the Contracting Parties could create national roadmaps on how to implement nutrient 

accounting at farm level and advance the existing national systems. Meanwhile, voluntary nutrient 

bookkeeping could be promoted to give incentives to front runners. The HELCOM Secretariat will collect a 

reference list of methodologies for calculating nutrient balances which can be utilized by the Contacting 

Parties. In addition, the network of country nominated experts on nutrient bookkeeping could be used to 

gain knowledge of regions with similar conditions and challenges while creating the roadmaps. 

 


